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1
DRY ICE CLEANING APPARATUS FOR GAS
TURBINE COMPRESSOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to turbines, and
more particularly, to an apparatus for cleaning airfoils inside
a gas turbine compressor.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

One of the factors that is analyzed in trying to increase gas
turbine efficiency, performance, and reliability is compressor
fouling. Compressor fouling is caused by contaminants, such
as oil, particulates, and harmful chemicals, which are
ingested in the turbine. These contaminants, if not properly
removed, result in efficiency losses and cause corrosion. Cor-
rosion is one of the leading causes of gas turbine failure.

Currently, gas turbine compressors are cleaned using a
water wash process that injects water and detergent through
aninlet of the gas turbine at low spinning speeds. This process
only cleans forward compressor stages, due to the required
water nozzle pressure. Further, this process only cleans the
exposed side (suction side) of the blades (i.e., airfoils). Due to
heavy deposits on the blades that were not removed from the
water wash method, extensive field corrosion inspections
could not reveal whether the airfoil surface was corroded,
since the airfoil surfaces is not cleaned eftectively from the
water wash.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Aspects of the invention provide an apparatus for cleaning
airfoils inside a gas turbine compressor. In one embodiment,
an apparatus for cleaning at least one airfoil within a turbine
compressor, includes: a hose for applying cleaning material
to the at least one airfoil; and an articulation assembly for
articulating a nozzle of the hose, the articulation assembly
including: a main shaft attached to the hose at a first end; and
an articulating trigger for rotating the first end of the main
shaft. The apparatus may further include a borescope attached
to the articulation assembly and a borescope monitor for
viewing the at least one airfoil via the borescope.

A first aspect of the disclosure provides an apparatus for
cleaning at least one airfoil within a turbine compressor,
comprising: a hose for applying cleaning material to the at
least one airfoil; and an articulation assembly for articulating
a nozzle of the hose, the articulation assembly comprising: a
main shaft attached to the hose at a first end; and an articu-
lating trigger for rotating the first end of the main shaft.

A second aspect of the disclosure provides an apparatus for
cleaning at least one airfoil within a turbine compressor,
comprising: a hose for applying cleaning material to the at
least one airfoil; an articulation assembly for articulating a
nozzle of the hose, the articulation assembly comprising: a
main shaft attached to the hose at a first end; and an articu-
lating trigger for rotating the first end of the main shaft; and a
borescope attached to the articulation assembly for inspecting
the at least one airfoil.

A third aspect of the disclosure provides an apparatus for
cleaning at least one airfoil within a turbine compressor,
comprising: a hose for applying cleaning material to the at
least one airfoil; an articulation assembly for articulating a
nozzle of the hose, the articulation assembly comprising: a
sheath surrounding a portion of the hose, the sheath including
a plurality of guide holes; a plurality of cables positioned
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2

within the guide holes and attached to the nozzle of the hose;
and an actuator for controlling the plurality of cables to articu-
late the nozzle of the hose.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of this invention will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description of
the various aspects of the invention taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings that depict various embodiments
of the invention, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a cross-sectional view of a conventional gas
turbine.

FIG. 2 shows a cross-sectional view of a conventional
compressor.

FIG. 3 shows a side view of an apparatus for cleaning at
least one airfoil according to embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4 shows a side view of an apparatus for cleaning at
least one airfoil according to embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 5 shows a cross-sectional view of an articulation
assembly according to embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 6 shows a cross-sectional view of the articulation
assembly of FIG. 5 along cut 6-6 according to embodiments
of the invention.

It is noted that the drawings of the disclosure are not nec-
essarily to scale. The drawings are intended to depict only
typical aspects of the disclosure, and therefore should not be
considered as limiting the scope of the disclosure. In the
drawings, like numbering represents like elements between
the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As indicated, the subject matter disclosed herein relates to
turbines, and more particularly, to an apparatus for cleaning
airfoils inside a gas turbine compressor.

One of the factors that is analyzed in trying to increase gas
turbine efficiency, performance, and reliability is compressor
fouling. Compressor fouling is caused by contaminants, such
as oil, particulates, and harmful chemicals, which are
ingested in the turbine. These contaminants, if not properly
removed, result in efficiency losses and cause corrosion. Cor-
rosion is one of the leading causes of gas turbine failure.

Currently, gas turbine compressors are cleaned using a
water wash process that injects water and detergent through
aninlet of the gas turbine at low spinning speeds. This process
only cleans forward compressor stages, due to the required
water nozzle pressure. Further, this process only cleans the
exposed side (suction side) of the blades (i.e., airfoils). Due to
heavy deposits on the blades that were not removed by the
water wash method, extensive field corrosion inspections
could not reveal whether the airfoil surface was corroded,
since the airfoil surfaces are not cleaned effectively from by
water wash.

Therefore, dry ice blast methods have been employed to
clean airfoil surfaces. However, current dry ice blast methods
use a blind pipe that is inserted into the inlet of the gas turbine
compressor. Multiple operators are required in order to effec-
tively use the dry ice blast method: a blasting operator, a bore
scope operator, and a bore scope/blaster coordinator.

Referring now to the figures, FIG. 1 illustrates a cross-
sectional view of a gas turbine engine 100, which will be used
to describe an exemplary application of the present invention.
It will be understood by those skilled in the art that the present
invention is not limited to this type of usage. As stated, the
present invention may be used in gas turbine engines, such as
the engines used in power generation and airplanes, steam
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turbine engines, and other types of rotary engines and
dynamoelectric machines. In general, gas turbine engines
operate by extracting energy from a pressurized flow of hot
gas that is produced by the combustion of a fuel in a stream of
compressed air. As illustrated in FIG. 1, gas turbine engine
100 may be configured with an axial compressor 106 that is
mechanically coupled by a common shaft or rotor to a down-
stream turbine section or turbine 110, and a combustor 112
positioned between the compressor 106 and the turbine 110.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of an exemplary
multi-staged axial compressor 118 that may be used in the gas
turbine engine 100 of FIG. 1. As shown, the compressor 118
may include a plurality of stages. Each stage may include a
row of compressor rotor blades 120 followed by a row of
compressor stator blades 122. Thus, a first stage may include
a row of compressor rotor blades 120, which rotate about a
central shaft, followed by a row of compressor stator blades
122, which remain stationary during operation. The compres-
sor stator blades 122 generally are circumferentially spaced
one from the other and fixed about the axis of rotation. The
compressor rotor blades 120 are circumferentially spaced and
attached to the shaft; when the shaft rotates during operation,
the compressor rotor blades 120 rotate about it. As one of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, the compressor rotor
blades 120 are configured such that, when spun about the
shaft, they impart kinetic energy to the air or fluid flowing
through the compressor 118. The compressor 118 may have
other stages beyond the stages that are illustrated in FIG. 2.
Additional stages may include a plurality of circumferential
spaced compressor rotor blades 120 followed by a plurality of
circumferentially spaced compressor stator blades 122.

Aspects of the invention provide an apparatus for cleaning
airfoils inside a gas turbine compressor, such as the gas tur-
bine compressor 106 shown in FIG. 1 or the compressor 118
shown in FIG. 2. The apparatus may be inserted into inlet 108,
as seen in FIG. 1. In one embodiment, an apparatus for clean-
ing at least one airfoil within a turbine compressor, includes:
ahose for applying cleaning material to the at least one airfoil;
and an articulation assembly for articulating a nozzle of the
hose, the articulation assembly including: a main shaft
attached to the hose at a first end; and an articulating trigger
for rotating the first end of the main shaft. The apparatus may
further include a borescope attached to the articulation
assembly and a borescope monitor for viewing the at least one
airfoil via the borescope. In this way, an articulated nozzle is
coupled with bore scope technology, so that only one operator
is required to clean and inspect the airfoils.

Turning now to FIGS. 3 and 4, a side view and a top view,
respectively, of an apparatus 1 for cleaning at least one airfoil
(e.g., blades 120, 122 shown in FIG. 2) within a turbine
compressor (e.g., compressor 106 in FIG. 1 or compressor
118 in FIG. 2) according to embodiments of the invention is
shown. The apparatus 1 includes a hose 2 for applying a
cleaning material to the at least one airfoil. For example, the
hose 2 may provide dry ice. However, it is understood that the
hose 2 may provide any cleaning material known to one in the
art.

The apparatus 1 also includes an articulation assembly 4
for articulating a nozzle 6 of the hose 2. The articulation
assembly 4 includes a main shaft 8 that is attached to the hose
2 at a first end 10 and a second end 12. The articulation
assembly 4 also includes an articulating trigger 14 for rotating
the first end 10 of the main shaft 8. The articulating trigger 14
is attached to an articulating cable 16 that is attached to the
first end 10 of the main shaft 8.

In response to a force exerted (via an operator) on the
articulating trigger 14, the articulating cable 16 exerts a force
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on the first end 10 of the main shaft 8 and rotates the first end
10. A flexible tubing 18 attaches the nozzle 6 to the hose 2, and
the first end 10 of the main shaft 8 is attached to the flexible
tubing 18. As such, the nozzle 6 is able to move, in response
to the first end 10 of the main shaft 8 flexing the flexible tubing
18. When nozzle 6 moves, the first end 10 of the main shaft 8
rotates about a rotating feature 20. Rotating feature 20 may be
a spring that attaches first end 10 of main shaft 8 to a central
portion of main shaft 8.

Once the nozzle 6 is in a desired position, as to be deter-
mined by an operator, the cleaning material (e.g., dry ice) is
provided to the at least one airfoil via cleaning material trig-
ger 22. A high pressure fitting 23 is provided to attach to
another hose that provides the cleaning material.

The apparatus 1 may also include a borescope 24 for
inspecting and viewing the at least one airfoil prior to, during,
and/or after cleaning material is provided. The borescope 24
is attached to the apparatus 1. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 4, the borescope 24 is attached to the main shaft 8 of the
articulation assembly 4. A borescope monitor 26 is provided
and attached to the borescope 24 and the apparatus 1, so that
an operator may view the at least one airfoil via the borescope
24.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a side view of an apparatus 200 for
cleaning at least one airfoil (e.g, blades 120, 122 in FIG. 2)
within a turbine compressor (e.g., compressor 106 in FIG. 1
or compressor 118 in FIG. 2) according to embodiments of
the invention is shown. FIG. 6 shows a cross-sectional view of
articulation assembly along cut 6-6 shown in FIG. 5. In this
embodiment, the apparatus 200 includes a hose 208 for apply-
ing the cleaning material to the at least one airfoil. The appa-
ratus 200 also includes an articulation assembly 204 for
articulating a nozzle 206 of the hose 208.

The articulation assembly 204 includes a sheath 210 for
surrounding a portion of the hose 208. That is, as shown in
FIG. 5, the sheath 210 does not surround the nozzle 206. The
sheath 210 includes a plurality of guide holes 212. As shown
in FIG. 6, sheath 210 includes four guide holes 212. However,
it is understood that sheath 210 may include any number of
guide holes 212. A plurality of cables 214 are positioned
within the guide holes 212 and attached to nozzle 206. That is,
each of' the cables 214 is attached to a flexible portion 216 of
nozzle 206. Although FIG. 5 only shows two cables 214, it is
understood that more cables may exist. For example, articu-
lation assembly 204 may include 2 additional cables 214 that
are not shown in FIG. 5. Articulation assembly 204 also
includes an actuator 218 for controlling the plurality of cables
214 in order to articulate the nozzle 206 of hose 208. A cable
mounting collar 220 may be provided to connect the plurality
of cables 214 to the actuator 218. Actuator 218 may include
any now known or later developed actuating mechanism,
such as, but not limited to a joystick (as shown). Once nozzle
206 is in the correct position for cleaning, trigger 222 may be
utilized by an operator to provide the cleaning material (e.g.,
dry ice) to the at least one airfoil.

The articulation assembly 204 may include the borescope
224 and borescope monitor 226 (similar to borescope 24 and
borescope monitor 26 shown in FIG. 3) for viewing the at
least one airfoil during cleaning and for viewing defects in the
airfoils. In this way, only one operator is required for both
cleaning and inspecting the at least one airfoil.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
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prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for cleaning at least one airfoil within a
turbine compressor, comprising:

a hose for applying cleaning material to the at least one

airfoil;

an articulation assembly for articulating a nozzle of the

hose, the articulation assembly comprising:

a main shaft attached to the hose at a first end; and

an articulating trigger for rotating the first end of the
main shaft; and

a spring, wherein the first end of the main shaft rotates
about the spring; and

a flexible tubing that attaches the nozzle to the hose,

wherein the first end of the main shaft is attached to the
flexible tubing.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising an articu-
lating cable attached to the first end of the main shaft, wherein
the articulating cable rotates the first end of the main shaft, in
response a force on the articulating trigger.
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3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a cleaning
material trigger for providing the cleaning material to the
nozzle of the hose.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a borescope
attached to the main shaft of the articulation assembly.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising a borescope
monitor for viewing the at least one airfoil via the borescope.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the cleaning material
includes dry ice.

7. An apparatus for cleaning at least one airfoil within a
turbine compressor, comprising:

a hose for applying cleaning material to the at least one

airfoil;

an articulation assembly for articulating a nozzle of the

hose, the articulation assembly comprising:

a main shaft attached to the hose at a first end;

an articulating trigger for rotating the first end of the
main shaft; and

a spring, wherein the first end of the main shaft rotates
about the spring;

a borescope attached to the articulation assembly for

inspecting the at least one airfoil; and

a flexible tubing that attaches the nozzle to the hose,

wherein the first end of the main shaft is attached to the
flexible tubing.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising an articu-
lating cable attached to the first end ofthe main shaft, wherein
the articulating cable rotates the first end of the main shaft, in
response a force on the articulating trigger.

9. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising a cleaning
material trigger for providing the cleaning material to the
nozzle of the hose.

10. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising a bores-
cope monitor for viewing the at least one airfoil via the
borescope.



